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Starting in the book of Exodus, we see the Nation of Israel wandering around the 

desert for 40 years. It feels like such an unfortunate detour! Yet, God has 

something very intentional in mind for them as a nation. In those desert 

wanderings, they experienced daily reminders of God’s character and 

presence. They received daily provisions and they witnessed constant 

miracles. In fact, they could even look up into the sky, day and night, and see 

exactly where God was leading them. But…did all those tangible things actually 

help their faith? 
 

There are times in my own life that I cry out to God and ask him to clearly direct 

me. In those moments, I feel that a direct demonstration of God’s will would 

make my decisions so much easier. I want that pillar of fire to show up and lead 

me down the right path. I want God to just take away my enemies and my 

obstacles in life. If only I could experience what Israel did…but would I listen any 

better than they did? 
 

The miracles surrounding the story of Israel crossing the Red Sea become a 

defining moment for Israel—they are the nation that God delivered! 
 

• Take a moment to think about how God has delivered you. When did you 

come to know Jesus as your Lord and Savior? What did God rescue you 

from?  What was life like without him? (If you are still exploring the faith, 

then these questions are good to ask from your vantage point as 

well. What does God want to rescue you from?) 
 

 

• Now, thank Him for what He has done…and for what He is still doing. If He 

has saved you from something, then what is He saving you for? What is 

the life and mission that He is calling you into? 
 

 

If you have difficulty answering these questions, then please don’t feel badly. In 

fact, use this opportunity to reach out to someone who might guide you through 

these questions. This I know for sure…God loves you and has a great plan of 

deliverance for your life and an exciting mission to join Him on. Hopefully this 

story from the Red Sea, and these coming “Stories from the Desert” will pull you 

closer to Jesus! 
 

Blessings on this journey, 

Todd 


